T)r. SiniS) on tin ufe of pure ammonia, in pregnancy.
*2oj
?>uent ufe of cauftic volatile alkali might be attended with Tome inconvenience, and I was unwilling to believe that it could poffefs any power beyond any other alkaline fubftances, which might neutralize the acid in the ftomach ; ^>ut experience convinced me both of its fuperior efficacy and its innocence, never having known any difagreeable confequences follow its ufe.
It fnould feem probable from the efxe?t of this remedy, that the cardialgia, and the other fymptoms enumerated, may arife from an acid -gas in the llomach, more than from its liquid contents. This gas is probably neutralized by the alkaline gas into which the water of pure ammonia will be converted by the heat of the body. That the carbonates of ammonia will not fucceed, may arife from the fuperior attraction of the carbonic acid for the alkali, to that of the morbid gas. But whether the theory be juft or not, the effefl is certain.
. Before I conclude, it will be proper to remark, for the fake of the younger practitioners, that the vomiting which occurs in early pregnancy, very rarely ?arifes from, or is connefted with acidity, and that this remedy of courfe is not appropriate. When vomiting in early pregnancy is moderate, and confined to the fore-part of the day, it appears to be ufeful, and nothing fhould be done to prevent it; but it fometimes happens that the vomiting is incefiant lor many days together, accompanied with great proftration of ftrength, and conftant thirft, and at the fame time an utter inability of retaining any thing on the llomach. In this irate the moft effectual remedy I know of is, the application of leeches to the pit of the ftomach, and a conftant attention to fufrer nothing to be fwallowed that can irritate. I have found it of the greatefl fervice to allow the patient nothing but afTes' milk, and that by fingle ^poonsftil only. 
